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LET YOUR LIGHT SO SHINE
Shine
(v): To give off or reflect light
In the Gospel of John, Jesus is called “the true light, which gives light to everyone” (John 1:9). Throughout the New
Testament, the followers of Jesus are called to be lights in darkness. So, what does it mean to shine? It means
“being counter-cultural”. We live in a dark world, full of lies, hate and confusion. But God’s Word tells us to “cast off
the works of darkness and put on the armor of light” (Romans 13:12). While others are chasing after physical pleasures
and selfish gain, we’re commanded to live a different way—to “put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision
for the flesh, to gratify its desires” (Romans 13:14).
Jesus said, “Let your light shine before others” (Matthew 5:16). He explained that no one lights a lamp just to hide it
under a basket. A lamp is meant to be placed on a stand to give light to everything around it. Whether you’re timid or
outgoing, you’re called to be a light to the people around you. That’s only possible if you’re taking time to interact with
people and cultivate relationships. Are you the shy type? Here’s some guidance. When Jesus said, “Let your light shine
before others,” that wasn’t the whole sentence. He went on to give the reason why it’s important to shine: “so that they
may see your good works and give glory to your Father who is in heaven” (Matthew 5:16). Our goal should never be to
bring recognition to ourselves, but to bring glory to God. There’s a fine line between being a light and putting on a
show to get attention. It’s a matter of the heart.
Sin can dull our shine as lights for Jesus Christ. Our lives which once sparkled with the joy of Christ can become
clouded with a love for things of this world. Before you can be a light to others, take a look at your own life. Has sin
dulled the evidence of Christ in you? Maybe it’s time to stop, take a moment and ask God to reveal any sins you might
be ignoring. If there’s a sin you repeatedly struggle with, write it down and pray over it continually. Ask God for His
forgiveness and help in changing your heart.
“Being a light” sounds great, doesn’t it? But it’s also a little abstract. How exactly do you become this brilliant beacon
to people around you? Here are 4 practical tips:
Be careful what you say. The Bible calls the tongue “a restless evil, full of deadly poison” (James 3:8). Yikes! That’s
pretty serious. And that’s how we should take our speech—seriously. Maybe a parent once told you, “If you don’t have
anything nice to say, don’t say anything at all.” It’s not bad advice, even as an adult. Words are powerful and can be
used for good or bad. You might even post this verse somewhere as a reminder: “Let no corrupting talk come out of
your mouths, but only such as is good for building up, as fits the occasion, that it may give grace to those who
hear” (Ephesians 4:29).
Consider your entertainment. Where do you go for fun? What shows or movies do you watch? What kind of music do
you listen to? Would you go to the same places, watch the same things or listen to the same music if Jesus were sitting
next to you? Or would you be embarrassed? It might sound silly, but asking those questions is a good way to keep
yourself in check, whether you’re alone or with others.
You should pray about whether or not God would have you to use social media. If he leads you to have an account and
be present in that arena, use your platform and presence wisely. People are watching what you post, whether they interact with your posts or not. Think about the things you’ve posted recently—articles, comments, photos and so on. Could
they be seen as prideful? Self-centered? Rude? What’s your motive? To put others down or make them jealous? Hopefully not. Aim to make informed, respectful posts that represent the One you claim as Lord...if you post at all.
Think of others. Consider other people’s needs and help meet them. Encourage instead of criticize. Be patient. Give
others the benefit of the doubt. If you hear gossip, distance yourself from it or change the subject. When you encounter
a difficult person, remember that they were made and are loved by God. Above all, “Treat others the same way you
want them to treat you” (Luke 6:31).

Thank you Lord for
keeping us in your ship!

On November 11, we were blessed, grateful and humbled to be married for ten years in the Body of Jesus
Christ. As we celebrate our anniversary, we can’t help but reflect on how we came to the Lord, his truth, his
people, and how we learned to yield to his voice.
We were introduced to The Church at Rock Hill as students at Winthrop University. Being raised in church,
we came from loving homes but did not fully understand the ways of God. In 2004, we began to seek after
God in our hearts, unknowingly that God’s spirit would lead us to his people. Bro. Stanley was invited to
church by his roommate, Bro. Marchavis. As the Lord began to reveal his truths to Bro. Stanley, he invited
me to the church.
Sis: Jerrianne: The first thing I recognized about the church was the smiles on all the saints’ faces. Coming
from the world where everyone was guarded and closed – I was astonished by the love, openness and
friendliness of the Saints. The fact that church members gave sincere hugs - looked you in your eyes and
told you that they loved you – and invited you to their house for dinner was astonishing to me. I thought for
a group of people to be this happy about life; it must be something special going on at the Church at Rock
Hill. Eleven years later, I fully understand why everyone smiles, when you walk by faith and give it all to
God; there is no need to live a life of worry.
Bro: Stanley: What drew me to the body was the truth and the love. As I sat in men’s bible study I was
skeptical of the new things I was hearing. There was also a part of me that was intrigued and excited. My
whole life I had heard preachers and religion say things that I couldn’t apply nor had any authority – I had
finally found something I could apply by God given logic to. Lesson after profound lesson concluded with
the phrase “study it out and ask God for yourself, don’t take my word just because I said it” things began to
have an impact on my life. There were many rough days but the love of the people of God helped us make
it through. Fast forward 10 years and I am even more convinced that this is God’s people. Our endeavor is
to show the same love and compassion that was shown to us by God and his people as God continues to add
to his kingdom. I want your God to be my God and your people to be my people.
Overall, we are truly blessed and thankful for the Lord bringing us to his truth and his people. We are
thankful for a chance to raise our two girls in the Body of Jesus Christ. It is our prayer that no matter how
hard the sea roars or the waves beat up against us that we will always remain in God’s ship, with his people
– by his grace and mercy!
With Love, Bro Stanley & Sis Jerrianne, Londyn, & Sydney
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"Joy in Suffering"
By: Brittany Rust

Joy in suffering can be rather difficult, but it does become more natural as you put it into action. In
our trials and challenges, we can become “woe is me” and travel down a dark path of pity. In James
1 we are told to do the exact opposite and it’s a game changer for your life.
When we go through our dark seasons we must remain joyful. Remember joy is not based on our
circumstances, but it is steady because our focus is on God. Because you have this anchor for your
soul that steadies you in the midst of the crashing waves, you don’t have to waver in your joy.
If you're going through a hard time today and you’re struggling to find joy, start reminding yourself
of what God has done in your life and lift up thanksgiving to Him. Remind yourself that although
weeping may be for the night, joy does come in the morning. Your season will not last forever.
Reminding yourself of these things is important, but there is one other note for your season we get
right out of James 1. When in suffering, remind yourself of the growth and maturity that will take
place. Embrace that God is wanting to do a new and great work in you; to continue making you into
the person He wants you to be for the calling He has for you.
Know that your suffering is producing steadfastness and making you the person you need to be.
Take joy that God isn’t done with you or has forgotten you; He sees so much value in you that He
wants to work in your life. Embrace this and find joy in the suffering!
“Glory in Tribulation”
“Count it all JOY when ye fall into divers temptations”
“Rejoice, as ye are partakers of Christ’s sufferings”
“When I am weak, then am I strong”

