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April, May, June 2011

Upon This Rock!
CALLING ALL SAINTS!
Every experience God gives

If you have any encouraging
words, testimonies, or information
you would like to share in our upcoming newsletters, please feel free
to email your information to the
church secretary at
sharadaabraham@gmail.com

us, every person
He puts in our lives,
is the perfect preparation for
the future that only He can see.
Corrie ten Boom

pastor’s corner
The Improbably Successful King James Bible
by David C. Steinmetz

Historian David C. Steinmetz looks back at how a committee of unlikely authors developed the King James Bible, which
is the second most popular translation of the Bible in the U.S. 400 years after its introduction.
The translation of the King James Bible was an offiJames had inherited an official Bible from the Elizabecial government project, like Social Security
than Church, the so-called Bishops’ Biand Medicare. But it was never properly
ble. Its translation was badly done, often
funded, not even by the monarch whose
The translation of obscure and generally disliked by everyidea it was.
one who had the right to an opinion. The
the King James
Not that James I of England was
most popular English Bible by far was
stingy. Far from it! He loved to give expenthe unauthorized Geneva Bible, transBible was an
sive gifts to his friends and perpetually had
lated into vigorous English by exiles in
holes in his budget that he never patched,
official government Geneva, complete with notes, maps and
even when it was clear to everyone who
illustrations.
project,
like
Social
mattered that he was living beyond his
But James loathed the Geneva
means. Still, in spite of his money troubles,
Bible
in
spite of its unchallenged popularSecurity and
James was a canny intellectual, well-read
ity. The translation was far too Puritan in
and theologically astute with a hatred of
its sentiments for his taste. For example,
Medicare.
Calvinism not as a theological system (most
whenever the original text of the Bible
of whose tenets he thought right and
used the word “king,” the Geneva transproper) but as a leveling political program ill at ease
lators invariably and, from James’ perspective, inexcusawith monarchy and bishops. James distrusted the Puribly rendered it in English as “tyrant.” No king with
tan form of Calvinism, which in his view tended toward
even a modicum of political sense could let that sediargumentative Presbyterianism at best and implacable
tious translation stand unchallenged, much less appoint
Separatism at worst.
it to be read in churches.
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So James asked 50-plus
or the rhythms and music of the
translators not to make an entirely
early modern English. The translanew translation of the Bible but to
tors were determined to make David
revise and improve the Bishops’ Bi- sing like an Englishman.
ble in light of the original Greek,
At the same time, the transHebrew and Aramaic texts.
lators remained as literal as possible
Though James wanted a
in their rendering of the text. Simple
broad consensus on the text of his
English parishioners, literate and
new translation,
illiterate alike,
he did not want
should hear the
The King James Bible was not an
Roman Cathoword of God as it
original work of genius by a single
lics or Separawas originally spoauthor but a translation of ancient
tists working on
ken by prophets
it. Catholics and
and apostles and
religious documents made by a
Separatists were
not as the translacommittee of all unlikely authors
beyond the pale.
tors might have
as part of a government project of
What James
preferred it to be
all
unlikely
sponsors.
needed was as
understood. If
wide a participanot, why appoint
tion of the variit to be read in
ous parties within the Church of
churches. When a representative
England as possible, but no wider.
committee drawn from all six comAll the translators chosen
panies met to approve the final text
were members of the Church of
of the King James Version (KJV),
England (all but one ordained). They they had original texts and earlier
were robustly Protestant in their
English translations in front of them
convictions. Generally speaking, they but no proposed copy of the KJV.
differed more sharply in their pracInstead, the text of the KJV was
tices than in their theology. Lancelot read to them. They heard it as paAndrewes loved beauty, ceremony
rishioners would hear it in their parand incense, while Lawrence Chadish churches.
derton presided at communion in a
After all, large portions of
chapel as stripped down and bare as the Bible were spoken before they
an empty warehouse.
were written, and the acts of reading
The translators worked in
and preaching restored the Bible to
six companies (or committees): two its original spoken form. The KJV is
at Cambridge, two at Oxford and
intended to be part of the auditory
two at Westminster. Each company event in which ordinary men and
circulated its translation among the
women encounter the living God.
five other companies for comment
“Faith,” Paul said, “cometh by hearand improvement. They considered
ing.” If so, what more appropriate
every available English translation,
method could be devised to approve
from William Tyndale’s New Testa- the final draft of the text than by
ment (94 percent of which they
hearing it read? Judged by their own
kept) to the all-but-banned Geneva
standards, the translators achieved
Bible.
most of the goals they set for themThe new 1611 translation
selves: They corrected the mistakes
was not a haphazard patchwork of
and theological howlers in earlier
existing translations that displayed
translations. They used no words
no regard for the original languages
that were not in common use at the
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time. And they translated the text as
literally as they could without damaging the integrity, beauty, majesty and
inherent music of the English language. In short, they gave James everything he had hoped for when he first
proposed the new Bible.
Of course, there were limitations. The KJV did not have access to
all the best original manuscripts (not
even the Codex Bezae) and made
some unfortunate errors in translation.
Moreover, the first edition was marred
by a shameful number of printer’s errors.
Nevertheless, the KJV -- warts
and all -- has had an incredible longevity. Americans can buy a copy of the
KJV in almost any bookstore without
the least difficulty. Indeed, it has remained the most popular translation of
the Bible in the U.S. after the New
International Version. Even today,
most Protestants learn the Lord’s
Prayer and the Twenty-third Psalm in
King James English.
There are therefore both cultural and religious reasons for not
abandoning a continuing interest in
this landmark of English prose. The
King James Bible was not an original
work of genius by a single author
(such as “King Lear” and “The Tempest,” written by Shakespeare at the
same time). But it was a translation of
ancient religious documents made by a
committee of all unlikely authors as
part of a government project of all
unlikely sponsors.
Unlikely origins do not preclude a satisfying ending. Andrewes
and Chadderton would not have been
surprised to be reminded that the wisdom of God, which often transforms
what appears to be sheer folly into
something wonderfully wise, had done
it again -- this time in the case of the
improbably successful King James Bible.
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WE MUST READ THE WORD OF GOD!
II Tim 2:15
Matt 21:42
Luke 10:25-28
Joshua 8:34-35 I Tim 4:11-16 Matt 22:29
Rev 1:3
Acts 8:29-35
Eph 3:3-5
II Kings 23:1-2 Matt 24:15
Col 4:16
Hab 2:1-2

You probably have a telephone. You probably talk on it everyday.
But do you read your Bible every day?
You probably have a radio. You probably listen to it everyday.
But do you read your Bible every day?
You probably have the internet. You probably log on to it everyday.
But do you read your Bible every day?
You probably have a television. You probably watch it everyday.
But do you read your Bible every day?
You probably receive a newspaper. You probably read it everyday.
But do you read your Bible every day?
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I’M TAKING A STAND FOR THE LORD!

Sis Veronica Hutchinson is a Rock Hill native
who makes her living as a local Beautician. She was
invited out to the Church at Rock Hill by Bro Ellis
Randall a little over five months ago, and has been
attending ever since. Sis Veronica has always loved
the Lord and attended church often, but never on a
consistent basis. The truth of the Word of God kept
bringing Sis Veronica back for more and more.
Since attending the Church at Rock Hill, Sis
Veronica says that her life has definitely changed for
the better. She has enjoyed the music and the people
of God, but most importantly the Truth of the Word
of God. On her first visit, Sis Veronica recalls that
she felt very welcomed and that she chose to make a
return visit because there was something different
about the church. The word of God definitely registered with her
spirit, the music
was heavenly, the
people of God
treated her as if
they really cared,
and the young
people made an
impression upon
her. She states
that after observing the interactions of the
young people, and listening to the testimonies, she
could tell that the young people that surrounded her
at the church were really trying to live a holy and
sanctified life.
It didn’t take long for Sis Veronica to realize
that this was the place that God wanted her to be. A
couple months into attending the Church at Rock
Hill, Sis Veronica realized that it was time to commit
to the Body of Jesus Christ and be baptized for the
first time in her life. She wanted to do something different in her walk with the Lord and totally commit
to this way. Sis Veronica states that her baptism was
symbolic of her giving her life over to the Lord and
showing the world that “SHE REALLY DOES
LOVE THE LORD!”
The truth of the Word of God that comes
forth at the church has kept Sis Veronica at the
Church at Rock Hill which is a place that she says she
definitely needs to be. Praise God that he chose to
lead Sis Veronica this way!

QUOTABLE QUOTES
By: The People of God
********************************
We ought to be ashamed of ourselves if our
hands aren’t holy enough to lift them up to the
Lord.
~Sis Jackie
Whatever your testimony is...stand on it.
~Bro Ellis
It’s a three Hebrew boy kind of day.
~Sis Michelle
We must show God that we mean business because talk is cheap.
~Bro John
People are afraid of being themselves for fear
of being ostracized by others. Please be yourself. Who else is better qualified. Change for
God only.
~Sis Laquesha
We must make ourselves available for God to
use.
~Sis Nancy (Phillipines)
We ought to be strong dispensers of the Word of
God.
~Bro Acupideo (Phillipines)
Your IQ cannot be measured when you have the
baptism of the Holy Ghost. ~Bro John
Promote Jesus!

~Bro Marchavis

Keep things that you are struggling with before
the Lord.
~Bro Stanley
Sell out and follow Jesus!

~Bro Ellis

You cannot come to the Body of Jesus Christ and
stay the same.
~Sis Alicia
We need more Jesus in our lives. Stop trying to
fill your voids with things of the world.
~Bro Reggie
If you don’t read the word of God then how can
you be familiar with it?
~Bro John
I’m not what I used to be, but I’m not yet what
God wants me to be.
~Sis Keshia Lightner
When you’re going through trials and tribulations that is your biggest opportunity to do what
the scriptures teach you.
~Bro Kinte
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Congratulations!
Sis Londyn Naomi Jackson was born on November 16, 2010
to Bro Stanley & Sis Jerrianne Jackson.
The Jackson’s thank the Lord for his grace and mercy, as
well as the people of God for their continued love, help, &
support. It’s often said that “it takes a village to raise a
child” and what other village is more equipped than the
Body of Jesus Christ! Our daily prayer is that Londyn be
raised in the admonition of the Lord and she grows to
become a strong woman of God.
Gen 1:1 & Proverbs 19:18

Congratulations to our newlyweds
Bro Edward & LaQuesha Miller!
“May God Bless You !”

Baptisms
Congrats to the
following Saints
who were recently
baptized!

Congrats Sis Veronica Hutchinson!
Sis Veronica says that she feels so blessed
to have found the Body of Jesus Christ and
is so happy to be baptized for the first
time in her life. She has attended many
churches here in Rock Hill but after visiting
The Church at Rock Hill once or twice, she
knew that it was time to take a stand. It has
been a blessing for her and she thanks God
for the Body of Jesus Christ...and we
THANK GOD for Sis Veronica!

Congrats
Bro Mike Hailey!

Congrats
Sis Kesha Franklin!

Bro Mike is so thankful
that the Lord gave him
grace to enter a chapter in
his life which most have
chosen to turn down...and
we THANK GOD for
Bro Mike!

Sis Kesha is so thankful
knowing that being in
HIS arms is a breath of
fresh air that continues to
prepare her mind, body,
and spirit..and we
THANK GOD for
Sis Kesha!
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UP ON T HI S R OC K!

My Car Rides Aren’t Always Smooth
Written & Submitted by: Sis Taylor Renee Pincham

My car rides aren’t always smooth. There are pot holes, sharp turns, and even speed bumps. But I keep on
driving, even if I got the mumps; cause there are rest stops, gas stations, and drive thru’s too. So they can
help me to keep on going through. My bumper has broken and my head lights have given out, but those
are the things that I’m going to have to drive without. And when my ride is over, I can finally get out of
this car and to a higher place I will move. But you should never forget me, because my car rides are not
always smooth.
I, Taylor Renee Pincham, was inspired to write this poem after recently reading a poem by Langston
Hughes of whose style I admired. Langston often wrote about life’s trials and tribulations and how he
would live his life of trouble by pushing forward. I also liked how he would relate his troubles to old
wooden staircases with nails and splinters. I chose to write my poem and relate my troubles to an old car
driving down a bumpy, rugged road. In my opinion, driving down a bumpy road can easily relate to the
roughness in one’s life. For example, a speed bump can be related to a trial or tribulation like a death in
the family or even something as common as being in debt or without a job, and not being able to feed all
mouths in one’s household. But later in my peom, not like in Langston Hughes’ poem, I wrote about how
one may overcome his/her problems and go to heaven. I wrote that because I know and believe that if you
are faithful and obey God’s word, then you can and most likely will go to heaven.

Romans 8:35-39
Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or
famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword?
As it is written, For thy sake we are killed all the day long; we are accounted as sheep for the
slaughter.
Nay, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him that loved us.
For I am persuaded, that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor powers, nor
things present, nor things to come,
Nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature, shall be able to separate us from the love of God,
which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.

T h e C h u r ch at Ro ck H i l l
19 6 Gr ay so n R o a d
R o ck H il l , S C 29 7 3 0
P asto r Jo h n ny E. M il le r
(8 03 ) 32 8- 8 9 53
(8 03 ) 51 7- 0 3 78
S e rv i c e T i m e s
S u n day 1 2 : 30 p m
We d ne sd ay 7 : 30 p m
* O pe n fo r p ray e r o ne ho u r
be fo re se r vi ce .

Greer Bible Study

Upcoming Events
Statesville Fellowship Meeting
Friday, April 29th
7pm
Statesville Civic Center
Bi-Annual Church Business Meeting

Saturday, June 4th
9am

2011 Meeting Schedule
International Mtg (Des Moines, IA) May 27-29
Camp Meeting (Shepherdsville, KY) June 13-17
International/General Mtg (Montreal, Canada) July 20-22
General Mtg CC (Louisville, KY) September 3-5
International/General Mtg (Brooklyn, NY) Sept 21-24
Camp Meeting (Shepherdsville, KY) Sept 29-Oct 2
Ministers Mtg (Jacksonville, FL) Nov 8-11
Ministers Mtg CC (Louisville, KY) Dec 6-8

Select Tuesdays
7:15pm
Jean Greer Library
Greer, SC
Bro Marchavis Caldwell
Bro Stanley Jackson

Winthrop Campus Ministry
Bible Study
Every Tuesday
Kinard Room 16
8:30pm
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Bro Ellis Randall
Bro Moses Burkett
Sis Rakiya Hines
Sis Melissa Johnson

Why Go to Church?
Www.christianlifestories.com

A church goer wrote a letter to the editor of a newspaper and complained
that it made no sense to go to church every Sunday. "I've gone for 30 years
now," he wrote, "and in that time I have heard something like 3,000 Sermons. But for the life of me, I can't remember a single one of them. So I
think I'm wasting my time and the pastors are wasting theirs by giving sermons at all."
This started a real controversy in the "Letters to the Editor" column, much
to the delight of the editor. It went on for weeks until someone wrote this
clincher: I've been married for 30 years now. In that time my wife has
cooked some 32,000 meals. But for the life of me, I cannot recall the entire
menu for a single one of those meals.
But I do know this: They all nourished me and gave me the strength I needed to do
my work. If my wife had not given me these meals, I would be physically dead today.

Likewise, if I had not gone to church for nourishment, I would be
spiritually dead today!"

